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Champions of the peculiar inm'tution in the Southern states became the mastfervent aduocater for 
annexing Cuba; a slave auction at Charleston, I861 

Self-preservation was the first law of nature much so that W. L. Marcy, the Secretaty 
with nations as well as with individuals, and the State, lost no time in repudiating it. He ha 
United States would not hesitate to apply this instructed the three diplomats to discuss 
law to the acquisition of Cuba. question of Cuba informally among themselve 

The Ostend Manifesto reflected the tem- instead of which they had drafted a document 
perament and the policies of the reckless Soul6 and allowed the substance of it to beco 
rather than those of the cautious Buchanan; known-only too accurately described b 
but Buchanan was beguiled into approving it New York critic as " weak in its reasonings 
in the belief that it would endear him to the atrocious in its recommendations." In sp' 
slave barons and so open the doors of the White this .rebuff, the Democrats won the ele 
House to him, as indeed it did. Mason, the again in 1856, with the Southerners more 
Minister to Paris, appears to have been the ever convinced that they must have Cuba so as 
Lepidus of the triumvirate. According to one to keep the balance even with the free st 
of the secretaries of the legation, " Judge Mr. Buchanan, now President, announced 
Mason could hardly be held responsiblefor the if he could settle the slavery question, and 
document. I t  depended very much whether it add Cuba to the Union, he would be " w 
was before or after dinner that he signed the to give up the ghost," and let the Vice-Presi 
paper." succeed him. He failed signally in all his 

Public opinion at home as well as abroad tions. The slavery question was not s 
was shocked by the tone of the Manifesto, so Cuba was not added to the Union; an 
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